THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

organisation formal and repeated promises which
have not been fulfilled, and to which the official note
does not dare to make any reference.

On the morning of April 4th the Italian press
published a note referring to the bombardment and
capture of the port of Alicante. After twenty-four
hours' reflection the Quai D'Orsay, probably com-
pletely reassured by this news, at last decided to
approach Burgos, a proof that they had not already
done so, and that they had waited until it was too
late, at least in their opinion.

We would point out, moreover, that ships of the
International Committee of Co-ordination were off
Alicante from March sgth and that only the absence
of French warships prevented them from entering the
harbour and making sure of the evacuation. During
this time, English and French torpedoes made sure of
saving Colonel Casado of the National Council of
Defence and certain Spanish Republicans as well as
167 Italian Fascists who were taken to Palma de
Mallorca.

Also, it is not true that it was only local authori-
ties in Alicante who had agreed to the neutral
zone,

We remember that in Valencia before members of
the International Delegation and a dozen persons,
Col. Casado declared:

"Generalissimo Franco has promised me that he
will not oppose the evacuation. He has signed no
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